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Introduction

Travelling is one of the best ways to experience the world
beyond textbooks —through streets, landscapes, food, art,
and everyday traditions.

In this newsletter, we explore five countries that offer very
different travel moods and unforgettable highlights:
Germany, Austria, Turkey, Spain, and Chile. Each destination
has its own personality. Germany blends historic depth with
modern efficiency, while Austria is often remembered for its
elegance, imperial culture, and famous classical music
heritage. Turkey stands out for its location and cultural mix
between continents, creating a journey where ancient history
and lively city life meet. Spain is known for its passion and
rhythm, expressed through festivals, strong regional
identities, and social, late-night energy. Chile, in contrast, is
defined by dramatic nature —deserts, mountains, glaciers,
and wide-open skies that make outdoor adventure feel
endless. These countries show how travel can be both
educational and deeply personal.




Germany

Germany offers a compelling mix of modern dynamism and
deep historical roots. Visitors often appreciate how easy it is
to move around cities, thanks to reliable public transport and
a strong network of trams, trains, and regional connections.
The country is also rich in art and culture, with excellent
museums and galleries that cover everything from classical
masterpieces to contemporary design. Whether you prefer
thought-provoking exhibitions or hands-on experiences,
Germany provides many ways to engage with culture in a
structured and rewarding setting.

Berlin is a standout destination for its museums, memorial
sites, and its ability to represent both the complexity of
history and the energy of modern life. Frankfurt is a
fascinating destination renowned for its striking skyline and
its role as a major financial hub. Yet, it also offers an
abundance of culture and history. Visitors can explore the
historic Romer district, stroll along the Main River, and enjoy
museums and local food in traditional areas. Furthermore,
Frankfurt is convenient for day trips to nearby towns and
regions, making it a practical base for exploring central
Germany.

Munich, on the other hand, is known for its refined cultural
atmosphere, its iconic architecture, and its lively festivals that
draw people from across the country. For a step back in time,
medieval towns such as Rothenburg ob der Tauber offer
charming streets, well-preserved buildings, and a postcard-
like atmosphere that feels wonderfully old-world.



Germany

Food and social traditions are also a defining part of travel in
Germany. The country is famed for its beer culture, from
traditional beer gardens to lively brewing customs that bring
locals and visitors together. Seasonal festivals add another
layer of excitement, celebrating everything from springtime
events to harvest traditions. At the same time, Germany’s
well-marked walking routes and scenic trails make it simple
to explore neighbourhoods, riverside paths, and countryside
viewpoints at a relaxed pace.

Overall, Germany is a travel destination that satisfies many
interests simultaneously — history, culture, outdoor
experiences, and local traditions — while offering the comfort
of organization and accessibility. It is a place where you can
go from museum visits to scenic strolls, and from modern city
streets to medieval charm, all in one trip.



Austria

Austria is often described as romantic and musical, largely
because its cultural identity has been shaped by great
composers such as Mozart, as well as by the refined
traditions of imperial Europe. Travel here commonly feels
elegant and welcoming, with cities and towns that preserve a
sense of history while still offering modern comfort.

Vienna stands out for its exceptional concentration of art,
classical music, and historic architecture. Visitors can admire
grand palaces, learn about centuries of court culture, and
experience world-class performances in concert halls and
historic venues. The city's atmosphere reflects both
sophistication and everyday charm, making it easy to enjoy
museums, cafés, and scenic city walks.

Salzburg complements this experience with a different style:
it feels intimate, scenic, and storybook-like. Its beautifully
preserved Old Town, charming squares, and breathtaking
views create a distinctive atmosphere that attracts travellers
who want to slow down and take in the surroundings.
Austria’s connection to classical music is especially strong,
and it feels almost impossible to travel there without
encountering the legacy of its composers. Mozart, born in
Salzburg, is closely linked to the music and culture of both
cities, and visitors can experience his world through
performances and historic sites associated with his life. In
Vienna, Beethoven is another major figure —he spent his
most important years in the city, shaping his career and
leaving a lasting musical impact. Together, Mozart and
Beethoven represent Austria’s musical spirit, where history
and melody come together in concert halls, museums, and
public performances.



Austria

On the other hand, one of Austria’s most appealing features is
its strong connection between culture and nature. Rather
than offering these as separate experiences, the country
blends them into a single journey. Mountain landscapes in
Tirol provide opportunities for fresh-air days and panoramic
routes, while the Salzkammergut region offers relaxing lake
scenery and outdoor activities that fit easily into a travel
itinerary.

Overall, Austria is a destination where visitors can enjoy
learning through culture while also benefiting from peaceful
surroundings. It offers a balanced travel experience — full of
music, art, and heritage, yet equally filled with natural beauty
that invites relaxation and reflection.



Turkey is a destination defined by contrast and connection. Its
unique position at the crossroads of Europe and Asia gives it
a cultural blend that feels both historical and dynamic.
Travellers experience a country where ancient civilizations,
Islamic heritage, and modern influences coexist in the same
cities, neighbourhoods, and landscapes. This mixture creates
a travel atmosphere that is constantly shifting —one moment
filled with echoes of the past, the next full of contemporary
energy.

Istanbul, the country’'s best-known city, captures this
perfectly. It is famous for its lively markets and bustling
bazaars, where visitors can browse for spices, textiles,
ceramics, and local crafts. Alongside the shopping streets,
the city offers impressive architecture and religious
landmarks. Travellers often find it unforgettable to see grand
mosques, elegant domes, and intricate details up close. Iconic
sightseeing highlights frequently include the Hagia Sophia
area and the viewpoints along the Bosphorus, where the
city’s skyline and waterway create a dramatic sense of place.

Turkey’s culinary culture is another major part of its appeal.
Food is celebrated as a social experience, enjoyed slowly and
with plenty of variety. Classic dishes such as kebabs, gozleme
(savory stuffed flatbreads), and seasonal meze create a
flavorful journey, while desserts like baklava showcase the
richness of Turkish baking and sweet traditions. Turkish tea,
served throughout the day, adds to the rhythm of everyday
life and encourages conversation.



Beyond sights and food, Turkey's character is strongly
shaped by its people. Visitors typically notice a warm and
passionate hospitality, with locals often eager to share
stories, recommend places, or guide travellers through local
experiences. Street life is lively, and even short walks can feel
like cultural discoveries —full of music, scents from cafés,
and the movement of everyday communities.

Overall, Turkey offers a trip that feels deeply immersive. It
combines culture, history, and lively urban life in a way that
invites exploration, curiosity, and unforgettable memories.




Spain

Spain is widely known for its passion, and that energy shows up in
everyday life as well as in big moments. The country often feels
vibrant and expressive, with celebrations, music, and lively public
spaces shaping the atmosphere. One of the most noticeable
characteristics is the way festivals fill the calendar. Whether they
are local fiestas or widely recognized events, they bring people
together and turn streets into stages filled with colour, sound, and
tradition.

Spain is also defined by a strong sense of regional identity.
Different areas feel distinct in language, style, and customs, so
travel becomes an experience of variety rather than repetition.
Major cities such as Madrid and Barcelona show Spain's modern
side, including contemporary art scenes, stylish neighbourhoods,
and an impressive mix of architecture. At the same time, they are
rich in culture and history, offering masterpieces that range from
grand building designs to unforgettable museums and historic
landmarks.

For a more traditional feel, smaller destinations can be especially
rewarding. Smaller towns often preserve local routines more
clearly —morning markets, quiet plazas, and community-centered
events that highlight how Spanish life is lived day to day. These
places can reveal the quieter charm behind the country’s more
energetic reputation.

Spain also supports an active style of travel. From the coastline,
visitors can enjoy beach days, sea views, and relaxed outdoor
evenings. Inland, there are opportunities for hikes, scenic drives,
and nature escapes that help visitors experience Spain beyond its
cities.



Spain

Even food and social life can be part of “active travel,” since
exploring tapas routes keeps visitors moving from one lively
venue to the next, sampling regional flavours along the way
encourages walking from one neighbourhood to another,
tasting new flavours along the way.

Another defining characteristic is the daily rhythm. Spain’s
lifestyle is often more relaxed and social, with later meal
times and long evenings that encourage conversation and
time outdoors. Dinner frequently feels like a social event
rather than a quick routine, and nights often extend into lively
street life. Overall, Spain offers a travel experience that feels
connected — full of culture, movement, and friendly energy
that invites visitors to join in rather than simply observe.




Chile

Chile is a destination shaped by dramatic geography, offering
landscapes that feel both extreme and surprisingly diverse. It
is known for presenting nature in “bigger-than-life” ways —
from the otherworldly silence of the Atacama Desert to the
rugged beauty of Patagonia. Travellers often describe Chile
as a place where the scenery changes so dramatically that
each region feels like a new chapter. Whether it's salt flats,
volcano views, icy glaciers, or mountain ranges, the natural
world is the main attraction and provides constant moments
of wonder.

One of Chile’s strongest characteristics is the sense of variety
within a single trip. The country stretches long from north to
south, which means you can experience multiple climates
and ecosystems without leaving the country. Desert light in
the north can give way to cooler forests, deep valleys, and
windswept southern coastlines. As a result, travel routes feel
like moving through several “worlds” in one journey —each
with its own colours, textures, and atmosphere.

Chile also makes outdoor exploration a central part of its
identity. Activities such as trekking, glacier viewing, and
wildlife-focused excursions are common attractions,
supported by well-known natural regions that invite
adventure. The environment often encourages active days
filled with viewpoints, trail walks, and unforgettable horizons.
For travellers who want a mix of nature and city convenience,
Santiago plays an important role as a gateway. The city’s
location makes it easier to reach day-trip destinations and
nearby wine regions, offering a balance between rest and
exploration.



This combination of urban access and breathtaking
wilderness makes Chile an incredibly well-rounded
destination for any adventurer surrounding natural beauty
helps travellers design flexible routes.

Chile is also strongly associated with experiences that
connect people to the sky and the outdoors. Wide-open
spaces and clear conditions —especially in the northern
regions —make stargazing a memorable feature. Overall,
Chile stands out for travellers who want landscapes with a
strong emotional impact, plenty of space to explore, and a
travel style that feels adventurous from start to finish.



NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE
’ FROM COLUMDIA FICTURES

DANIEL WALLACE

The story centers on William Bloom, whose frequently absent father, Edward Bloom,
has recently been diagnosed with cancer. Before his father passes away, William
returns home in a final attempt to discover the truth of who his father truly was as a
person. To do this, he must carefully distinguish fact from fiction in the life of his father,
a legendary teller of tall tales.

Through the retelling of Edward's life across four unique "takes," we encounter giants,
witches, and improbable towns, all while exploring a son’s deep frustration with his
elusive parent. As Edward’'s death nears, William moves past this frustration,
embracing his father’s eccentricities and finally understanding him on a profound
emotional level through his rich fantasies and exaggerations. In the end, Will fulfills his
father’'s final wish to ‘escape’ and be released into the water, where Edward
metaphorically becomes a big fish and swims away. Ultimately, the novel celebrates
storytelling as a powerful vehicle for forgiveness and immortality, transforming an
ordinary life into an extraordinary myth.

In Big Fish, Edward and Will are initially estranged because Will believes his father’s
life is entirely built on falsehoods, jokes, and fabrications. Yet, as an act of filial piety,
Will returns home to his father's deathbed in hopes of reconciling and repairing their
broken bond. During this final precious time together, Will begins to understand
Edward, learning that true reconciliation is built on acceptance. He also takes it upon
himself to fulfill his father's final wishes.

Despite the emotional challenges Will faces, his determination to care for and
reconcile with his father one last time is a deeply moving trait from which we can all
learn. This novel is a highly recommended read because it balances a delightful,
almost fairy-tale-like narrative structure with serious themes. It beautifully stresses
the importance of forgiveness, empathy, and acceptance, particularly within familial
relationships.
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'QJ HONG KONG PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Upcoming Activities
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https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/tc/locations/central-and-western/library/city-hall.html
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https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/tc/locations/kwun-tong/library/lam-tin.html
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